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Main driver question 

What were the triumphs and tragedies of the 

Victorian Era? 

Mini driver questions 

1. Britain in 1837. What sort of country did Queen Victoria inherit? 

2. How did the wealth of industrialisation change Britain? 

3. What effect did transportation have on British globalisation? 

4. What was it like to work in a Victorian school and workhouse? 

5. How did Britain and its Empire influence the world? 

6. Essay Week: Can you answer the main driver question? 

 

 

What I should know at the end of the unit? 

Bronze: You should be able to write an essay with an introduction, a main paragraph and a conclusion. You should be able to say what your opinion is about the Victorian Era. 
Silver: You should be able to write an essay with an introduction, several main paragraphs and a conclusion. You should be able to say whether the Victorian Era was a triumph, a tragedy or both. 

Gold: You should be able to write an essay with an introduction, several main paragraphs and a conclusion. You should be able to say whether the Victorian Era was a triumph, a tragedy or both. You must include 

evidence from primary sources and quotes. The red websites have primary sources. 

 

 
 

Useful websites 

http://www.primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/victorians/timeline.htm 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/british/timeline/victorianbritain_timeline_noflash.shtml 

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/victorianbritain/ 

https://www.bl.uk/victorian-britain# 

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/victorian-lives/ 

 

 

 

 

Did you know? 

By the end of Queen Victoria’s reign the British Empire ruled over 400 million people, a quarter of the world’s 

population and a fifth of the land mass, a process began 300 years earlier with Queen Elizabeth the First. 

The rise of the navy under Henry VIII and Elizabeth I’s defeat of the Spanish Armada (navy) began a 

process of hundreds of years of empire building by force of arms, trade, purchase and war. Empire building 

and the arms race led directly to the start of WW1, which in turn led to World War 2. Could this be the 

legacy of Britain’s two greatest queens? 

 

What I should already know? 

 Queen Victoria lived for 81 years, and Britain 

became a very different country during her time. 

 When Victoria became queen, children had to go 

out to work. By the time she died, children went 

to school. 

 During the 64 years that Queen Victoria was on 

the throne, Britain became the richest country in 

the world, which brought about great social 

change. Machines for factories were invented 

that could make things quickly, like textiles – so, 

there were more textiles around to sell, and more 

people who wanted to buy them. With the 

invention of the steam train, the textiles could 

get to places further away than before. 

 A long period of history is named after her - the 

Victorian Age. 
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