
How did the Elizabethan Era 
shape the world we live in 

today? 

Summary: 
When Elizabeth came to the throne in 1558, she faced many 
problems. These included religious instability, weaknesses within the 
privy council, financial problems, threats from abroad and doubts 
whether a woman could rule successfully. 
It could be argued that she overcame many of these problems by 
1569 as she had decided upon a religious settlement which found a 
‘middle way’ between Puritan and Catholics. She shrunk the privy 
council to include only trusted advisors and started to convince the 
English population that a Queen could be trusted to rule. 

Religion: 
This was important in the 16th Century. Rituals of life ( 
baptism, marriage and death) were marked by religious 
ceremonies and people lived in constant fear or going to hell.
Under the new Elizabethan religious settlement, England was 
transformed from a Catholic to a Protestant nation. 
Elizabeth found a ‘middle way’ to keep Puritans, Protestants 
and
Catholics happy. 




