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Introduction 
What we will talk to you about today:

• The types of schools you can apply for

• The deadline for applications

• How to apply

• When you will receive an offer

• Additional information for Children with 

Special Educational Needs

• Additional support available when 

applying



Stage One: Before Choosing the 

school. 
1. Open days.

Try and visit as many Secondary Schools as you can. Keep an open mind.

Visit with your child and remember this is the school they will be attending. 

Do they feel comfortable? Do they offer the subjects your child enjoys? 

Consider the journey. How will your child travel there each day? What about 

in the Winter when it is dark earlier? How long is the journey each day?

https://www.hillingdon.gov.uk/secondary - check with each school for virtual 

open days or other arrangements

https://www.hillingdon.gov.uk/secondary


Before Choosing Your Child’s 

School
2. School Brochure

What to look for in the school 

brochure:

The school’s approach to homework, 

uniform, curriculum coverage and 

other key aspects of school life.

Recent exam results, including the 

percentage of 16 year olds who 

achieved grade 4 or above in both 

English and maths. 



Before Choosing Your 

Child’s School
3. League Tables

A list of how schools have 

performed in examinations, 

rated from highest to lowest. 

4. OFSTED report

Available on a school’s website.

Remember, it is about getting an 

OVERALL picture of the school. 

Do not rely on just one source of 

information. 



The process
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The process
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The process
https://www.hillingdon.gov.uk/secondary

Once you have created a new account, you will be 
emailed a username and password. You will then 
be able to log in and begin filling in your 4 choices.  



Stage Two: Making the 

decision

1. You will need to complete the online application form.

On the Online Application Form you should choose up to six schools. We advise 

you to use all six preferences. Some parents refuse to take this advice because 

they are adamant that only one of the schools they have seen is good enough for 

their child. We understand this determination but would still advise against this. If 

you do not get this school even after an appeal, you may end up at the end of Year 

6 with no school for your child. Therefore, please consider naming six schools on 

the form.



Stage Three: The Application 

Process
Supplementary information forms
Please note some schools, such as faith schools, require the completion of a 
supplementary information form (SIF). This is so that they can decide which pupils 
should have the highest priority when making offers. SIFs are available directly from each 
school and their website. They must be returned to the school or to the address provided 
by the school by the specified deadline, which may differ between schools.

The following schools require SIFs to be completed in order to process applications. 
Bishop Ramsey 
The Douay Martyrs 
Guru Nanak Sikh Academy
The following school operates a fair banding system to allocate places. The places within 
each band are based on year 6 students taking a Non Verbal Reasoning Test (NVRT).

Swakeleys School for girls
Please be aware that the form must be returned to the school direct by 25th September, 
4pm

Please visit the schools individual website for supplementary forms and deadline dates..



Stage Four: The Offer
Offer Day
National offer day is Monday 1 March 2021

If you applied online, you can view the result of your offer online from the 
evening of Monday 1 March 2021 (after 5pm)

If you submitted a paper application, your offer will be posted on the 1 
March 2021

The deadline to send back your acceptance or decline is 15 March 2021.

You must accept your offer to secure your school place. 



Stage Five: Making an 

Appeal
You will need to inform the secondary school that you intend making an 

appeal. The school will send you details about the appeals process. 

Think about the reasons given for not giving your child a place. 
• explain why you are not satisfied with the decision;
• say why you think your child should have been given a place;
• if you think that the governors or LA have overlooked something, tell them about 
this;
• if your circumstances have changed since you originally applied and the governors 
or LA
are not aware of this, include details and, if appropriate, evidence of this; and
• any medical evidence if appropriate. 



Children with special 

educational needs
For more information, please call the SEN team on 01895 

277088.

Mrs O’Neill may also be in contact with you to support you 
through this process. 


